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MR. SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY: 


MONSIEUR LE PrésiDENT, MESDAMES ET MESSIEURS LES 
MEMBRES DE L’ASSEMBLEE LEGISLATIVE: 


I WELCOME YOU TO THE FouRTH SESSION 
OF THE THIRTIETH PARLIAMENT OF ONTARIO, IN THIS 
THE SILVER JUBILEE YEAR OF OUR BELOVED SOVEREIGN. 


LES VINGT-CIN@ ANNEES DEPUIS L’ACCESSION 
A 7 4 
AU TRONE DE LA REINE ELIZABETH II ont ETE MARQUEES 
A 
PAR DE NOMBREUX CHANGEMENTS EN TECHNOLOGIE DE MEME 
a 
QUE DANS LE DEVELOPPEMENT ECONOMIQUE ET SOCIAL. AU 
CANADA, COMME EN ONTARIO, CES CHANGEMENTS ONT 
TRANSFORME NOTRE MODE ET NOTRE RYTHME DE VIE. 


THE FAITH AND OPTIMISM WHICH ONTARIANS 
SHARE WITH RESPECT TO CANADIAN CONFEDERATION EMERGE 
FROM A DEEP CONVICTION ABOUT CANADA AND ABOUT 
ONTARIO’S PLACE AND ROLE WITHIN CANADA, IT IS NOT 
ENOUGH, HOWEVER, FOR CANADIANS TO FACE THE 
CHALLENGES POSED BY CONFEDERATION SIMPLY WITH FAITH 
AND HOPE. THERE MUST BE A CONCRETE PROGRAM IN 
PLACE WHICH SUSTAINS NATIONAL IDENTITY, BROADENS 
NATIONAL DIALOGUE AND CEMENTS THE TIES OF NATIONHOOD, 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/61116529793 
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Ontario 


BY SPONSORING A FORUM ON CANADIAN 
DESTINY, IN JUNE, THE GOVERNMENT OF ONTARIO 
WILL PROVIDE CANADIANS FROM ALL CORNERS OF OUR 
COUNTRY AN OPPORTUNITY FOR CONSTRUCTIVE 
INTERCHANGE AND DIALOGUE WHICH, IF PURSUED, 
SHOULD LEAD TO GREATER UNDERSTANDING AND SHARING 
AMONG REGIONS AND LANGUAGE GROUPS, 


THE GOVERNMENT WILL ALSO TAKE STEPS 
TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF STUDENT AND TEACHER 
EXCHANGES THAT NOW TAKE PLACE BETWEEN ONTARIO 
AND THE OTHER PROVINCES OF THIS COUNTRY, WE 
FEEL THAT THIS TYPE OF PERSON-TO-PERSON CONTACT 
AND COMMUNICATION HAS TREMENDOUS VALUE IN 
FURTHERING UNDERSTANDING. WE SHALL THEREFORE 
SEEK THE CO-OPERATION OF INDUSTRY AND ORGANIZED 
LABOUR TO DEVELOP SIMILAR EXCHANGES FOR PEOPLE 
IN OTHER WALKS OF CANADIAN LIFE, 


AT THE SAME TIME, MY MINISTERS WILL 
CONTINUE TO CO-OPERATE WITH THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT AND WITH THE OTHER PROVINCES IN EVERY 
WAY TO ENSURE THAT NO NEEDLESS DIVISION 
SEPARATES US IN SEEKING THE COMMON GOAL OF 
NATIONAL UNITY AND RECONCILIATION, 
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A CITIZEN'S FAITH IN, AND COMMITMENT 
TO HIS OR HER COMMUNITY AND COUNTRY REMAIN THE 
MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENTS IN BUILDING A NATION, 
THEY ARE QUALITIES THAT CAN MAKE A NATIONAL 
CRISIS MANAGEABLE AND TEMPORARY. BuT FAITH AND 
COMMITMENT, IF THEY ARE TO BE SUSTAINED, REQUIRE 
THAT THERE BE EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY. 


IT REMAINS THE GOVERNMENT'S CONVICTION 
THAT, IN LIGHT OF THE LEVEL OF UNEMPLOYMENT ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY AND THE PRESENCE OF A STRONG 
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT IN QUEBEC THAT IS COMMITTED 
TO THE PARTITION OF OUR COUNTRY, ALL FEDERALISTS 
WHO HOLD FISCAL RESPONSIBILITIES MUST DO WHAT THEY 
CAN TO KEEP OUR ECONOMY ON A PATH OF HONEST AND 
STRONG GROWTH. ECONOMIC ARGUMENTS MAY NOT 
DISSUADE THE HARD-CORE ROMANTICS OF SEPARATISM, 
BUT ECONOMIC RESULTS ARE VITAL TO THE SURVIVAL OF 
THIS COUNTRY, 
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UNFAIR CONCENTRATION OF ECONOMIC 
POWER IN THE HANDS OF A FEW, AND DENIAL OF 
OPPORTUNITY TO SOME, THROUGH NO FAULT OF THEIR 
OWN, REPRESENT A POTENTIAL DANGER TO THE PEOPLE 
OF ONTARIO AND TO NATIONAL UNITY. IT IS A 
THREAT AGAINST WHICH THE GOVERNMENT MUST BE 
PREPARED TO ACT IF THE FUNDAMENTAL FAIRNESS 
THAT BINDS OUR NATION TOGETHER IS TO REMAIN PART 
OF THE SELF-VIEW OF ALL CANADIANS, 


IN THIS RESPECT, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT 
ONTARIO SHOULD HOLD OUT TO CANADA AND CANADIANS 
AN EXAMPLE OF THE STABILITY AND FAIRNESS THAT 
TYPIFY THE BEST OF DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY. WE MUST 
OFFER AN EXAMPLE OF A PROVINCE WHERE PERSONAL 
SUCCESS IS ATTAINABLE BY ALL WHO ARE WILLING TO 
MAKE A FAIR CONTRIBUTION. WE MUST ENSURE, AS 
THE PROVINCE OF OPPORTUNITY, THAT EACH CITIZEN 
CAN PARTICIPATE FULLY IN ALL ASPECTS OF LIFE IN 
ONTARIO, BECAUSE WE RECOGNIZE EQUALITY OF 
OPPORTUNITY AS THE SPRINGBOARD TO SIGNIFICANT 


ACHIEVEMENT, 
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Ontario 


THIS GOVERNMENT FIRMLY BELIEVES 
THAT THE NATIONAL ANTI-INFLATION PROGRAM 
SHOULD CONTINUE UNTIL THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
AND THE PROVINCES HAVE DEVELOPED A CLEAR 
STRATEGY TO MODERATE INFLATION AFTER THE 
CONTROLS ARE LIFTED. TOWARD THIS GOAL, ONTARIO 
WILL SET IN MOTION A SERIES OF STEPS THAT WILL 
BUILD UPON THE INITIATIVE BEGUN WITH THE RECENT 
PARTNERSHIP FOR PROSPERITY CONFERENCE. THIS 
EXERCISE, SO CRUCIAL TO OUR FUTURE WELL-BEING, 
WILL INVOLVE EXTENSIVE CONSULTATION WITH, AND 
THE FULL CO-OPERATION OF INDUSTRY, LABOUR AND 
ALL SEGMENTS OF ONTARIO SOCIETY - AN EXAMPLE 
NOW ALSO BEING PURSUED BY THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT. 


JOINT GOVERNMENT/PRIVATE SECTOR 
RELATIONS CANNOT GO VERY FAR, HOWEVER, IF OUR 
ELEVEN SENIOR GOVERNMENTS ARE GOING OFF IN AS 
MANY DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS. THUS, WE MUST 
RE-ESTABLISH A SENSE OF SHARED NATIONAL 
PURPOSE, FOR WITHOUT COMMON NATIONAL GOALS 
THERE CANNOT BE CONFIDENCE, AND WITHOUT 
CONFIDENCE THERE CANNOT BE GROWTH, 
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ONTARIO’S COMMITMENT TO THE AIB Is 
ALSO COUPLED WITH A COMMITMENT TO ENSURE BASIC 
PROTECTIONS FROM UNACCEPTABLE HIGH COSTS FOR 
THE CITIZENS OF OUR PROVINCE. JHE RENT CONTROL 
PROGRAM, INITIATED IN 1975, WILL BE CONTINUED 
UNTIL THE SCHEDULED END OF THE ANTI-INFLATION 
PROGRAM, AND LEGISLATION TO THIS EFFECT WILL BE 
PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE. FURTHER, THE GOVERNMENT 
WILL PRESENT VARIOUS POLICY OPTIONS FOR 
CONTINUING PROTECTION FOR TENANTS, TO BE 
IMPLEMENTED AFTER THE TERMINATION OF THE ANTI- 
INFLATION PROGRAM, 


IT IS CLEAR, HOWEVER, THAT BEYOND 
THE POSITIVE PROTECTION THAT IT OFFERS FOR 
TENANTS, RENT CONTROL ACTS AS A NEGATIVE FORCE 
IN THE DRIVE TO CREATE NEW RENTAL UNITS IN 
SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS. ONLY WHEN MORE RENTAL 
ACCOMMODATION IS AVAILABLE CAN MARKET FORCES 
AGAIN TAKE OVER AND RENT CONTROLS BE ELIMINATED, 
THE MINISTRY OF HOUSING WILL THEREFORE INTRODUCE 
A SPECIFIC PROGRAM TO STIMULATE RENTAL 
CONSTRUCTION IN AREAS OF LOW VACANCY, IT IS 
THE GOVERNMENT'S BELIEF THAT THIS INCENTIVE 
WILL MARKEDLY INCREASE RENTAL SUPPLY, THEREBY 
EASING THE PRESSURE ON RENTS IN THE FUTURE, 
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FURTHER, WORKING IN CLOSE CO-OPERATION 
WITH FEDERAL AND MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENTS, MY 
GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TO INCREASE THE AMOUNT 
OF RENTAL HOUSING FOR SENIOR CITIZENS AND 
FAMILIES OF LOW INCOME. SUCH EFFORTS IN THE 
RENTAL FIELD WILL COMPLEMENT THE RECENTLY 
ANNOUNCED FEDERAL/PROVINCIAL AHOP/HOME PROGRAM 
WHICH NOW PLACES HOME OWNERSHIP WITHIN THE 
REACH OF FAMILIES OF VERY MODERATE INCOME. 


As WELL, A SERIES OF LEGISLATIVE 
MEASURES WILL BE INTRODUCED TO IMPROVE AND 
SECURE THE RIGHTS OF CONDOMINIUM OWNERS, BOTH 
AS PURCHASERS AND AS RESIDENTS. 


TO ENSURE FULL OPPORTUNITY AND A 
BRIGHT FUTURE FOR OUR PEOPLE WE NEED TO EXPAND 
THE JOB-CREATING SECTORS OF THE ONTARIO AND 
NATIONAL ECONOMIES. CONCERTED AND INTENSIVE 
EFFORTS MUST BE MADE TO REVERSE CURRENT HIGH 
LEVELS OF UNEMPLOYMENT, 
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To THIS END, IT IS HOPED THAT 
SIGNIFICANT ASSISTANCE WILL BE FURNISHED THROUGH 
THE FEDERAL BUDGET TO BE PRESENTED ON Marcu 31, 
IN TURN, ONTARIO WILL COMPLEMENT FEDERAL ACTIONS 
INTENDED TO CREATE EMPLOYMENT, AND DEVELOP OUR 
OWN FISCAL POLICY TO STIMULATE THE ECONOMY AND 
EXPAND THE PROVINCE'S WORK FORCE, 


AN ADDITIONAL STIMULUS TO THE 
PROVISION OF EMPLOYMENT EXPANSION OPPORTUNITIES 
IS THE CONTINUING SUCCESS OF THIS PROVINCE IN 
RESTRAINING GOVERNMENT SPENDING. ITHIS LIMITS 
GOVERNMENT DEMAND ON PRIVATE CAPITAL WHICH CAN 
BE DIRECTED TOWARD THE GENERATION OF JOBS AND 


GROWTH, 


THE PARTICULAR UNFAIRNESS OF NATIONAL 
UNEMPLOYMENT, TO YOUNG PEOPLE ESPECIALLY, AND TO 
OUR POPULATION AS A WHOLE, REQUIRES A SPECIFIC 
GOVERNMENT RESPONSE, 


if Gee 2é Giant Tin 


ee eh ATS PREA TAADIAI ate 
re 4 Z Loe stair. 7 
iw. 9 Ji ee) ne 
ihe 

SST 


ae 
ene i ”4' JAa i= “Wo « - 


bers] 


A 


Ontario 


SPECIAL FUNDING TO CREATE JOBS, IN 
BOTH THE PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SECTORS, WILL BE A 
FEATURE OF THE NEW ONTARIO BuDGET. THIS 
INITIATIVE WILL PLACE PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON 
THE NEEDS OF YOUNG PEOPLE WHO BEAR AN UNBALANCED 
PROPORTION OF OVERALL UNEMPLOYMENT IN CANADA, 


IN ITS COMMITMENT TO EQUALITY OF 
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL ONTARIANS, THE 
GOVERNMENT WILL FOCUS SPECIAL ATTENTION ON 
NORTHERN AND EASTERN AREAS OF THE PROVINCE, 


LEGISLATION WILL BE PRESENTED TO 
CONFIRM THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW MINISTRY 
OF NoRTHERN AFFAIRS WHICH WILL DEAL WITH THE 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF ONTARIO’S 


NORTHERN REGIONS, 
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THE FUNDAMENTAL AIM OF THE GOVERNMENT'S 
OVERALL NORTHERN PROGRAM IS TO CONTINUE TO 
INCREASE THE STANDARD OF LIVING OF NORTHERN 
RESIDENTS. THIS GOVERNMENT OPPOSES ANY VIEW 
THAT WOULD COMMIT THE PEOPLE OF NoRTHERN ONTARIO 
TO ECONOMIC DISADVANTAGE THROUGH AN UNREASONABLE 
AND UNTHINKING REJECTION OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 
My GOVERNMENT BELIEVES ACCOMMODATIONS CAN AND 
MUST BE MADE TO PROTECT OUR RECREATIONAL AND 
NATURAL HERITAGE WITHOUT CONDEMNING PART OF OUR 
POPULATION TO ECONOMIC INEQUALITY, 


IN THIS VEIN, THE GOVERNMENT WILL 
PRESENT AMENDMENTS TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT ACT, AS RECOMMENDED BY 
Mr. Justice HARTT, TO ASSIST IN HIS EXAMINATION 
INTO THE FEASIBILITY OF A MAJOR FOREST 
DEVELOPMENT IN NORTHWESTERN ONTARIO. THIS 
REVIEW WILL PAY PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO NATIVE, 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL CONSIDERATIONS, AT 
THE SAME TIME, STEPS WILL BE TAKEN BY MY 
GOVERNMENT TO EXAMINE AND REPORT ON SUCH 
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL AS MIGHT REASONABLY AND 
RESPONSIBLY BE EXPLORED TO THE BENEFIT NOT ONLY 
OF THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTH, BUT OF ALL ONTARIO, 
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INCREASED EFFORTS TO REFOREST CROWN 
LANDS, WHEREVER LICENSED HARVESTING IS PERMITTED, 
WILL ENSURE THE PERPETUAL AVAILABILITY OF 
RENEWABLE TIMBER RESOURCES AND CONTINUED ECONOMIC 
PROSPERITY IN THE NorTH, 


THE ONTARIO NoRTHLAND TRANSPORTATION 
COMMISSION WILL ASSUME A NEW ROLE IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF TOURISM IN NORTHERN ONTARIO. ONIC 
AND THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND TOURISM WILL PLAN 
AND PROMOTE NEW RECREATIONAL ATTRACTIONS IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH THOSE OF ESTABLISHED TOURISM 
INTERESTS, LOCAL COUNCILS AND LOCAL BUSINESS, THE 
CoMMISSION’S ACQUISITION OF FOUR MODERN UNIT TRAINS 
AND DELIVERY OF A SEVENTH AIRCRAFT TO NORONTAIR 
THIS SPRING ARE EXPECTED TO FIGURE LARGELY IN THESE 


EFFORTS. 


THE IMPETUS FOR EFFECTIVE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT EAST OF METROPOLITAN TORONTO AND IN 
EASTERN ONTARIO WILL BE PROVIDED BY LOCATING 
SIGNIFICANT GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS IN SELECTED 
AREAS, DETAILS WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE 


EARLY IN THE SESSION, 
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IN RECENT YEARS, MY GOVERNMENT HAS 
UNDERTAKEN VARIOUS MEASURES TO ESTABLISH A MORE 
OPEN AND RESPONSIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PEOPLE 
OF ONTARIO. IN ACCEPTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF 
THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE LEGISLATURE ON THE 
Camp COMMISSION, THE GOVERNMENT HAS PAVED THE 
WAY FOR THE MOST OPEN AND BALANCED LEGISLATIVE 
FORUM IN CANADA. IT IS A FORUM WHOSE EXPANDED 
WORKLOAD AND OPENNESS REQUIRE PARTICULAR CO- 
OPERATION FROM ALL SIDES OF THE HOUSE. SITTINGS 
OF THE ASSEMBLY ARE ALREADY TELEVISED AND 
FILMED BY THE MEDIA. JHE OMBUDSMAN’S ACCESS TO 
DOCUMENTATION ON BEHALF OF THE CITIZENS OF OUR 
PROVINCE IS AN EXAMPLE OF OPENNESS UNPRECEDENTED 
IN CANADIAN PARLIAMENTARY INSTITUTIONS, 


IN ORDER THAT FURTHER PROGRESS MIGHT 
BE MADE IN BROADENING THE PROCESSES OF GOVERNMENT 
AND INFORMATION-SHARING, AND IN ORDER THAT THIS 
PROGRESS MIGHT BE PURSUED WITH A PROPER CONCERN 
FOR PERSONAL PRIVACY, A COMMISSION ON 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY 
WILL BE NAMED TO STUDY AND RECOMMEND TO THE 
LEGISLATURE, DURING THIS SESSION, APPROPRIATE 
MEANS OF ENSURING BOTH, 
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AS FURTHER EVIDENCE OF THE GOVERNMENT’S 
INTENTION TO FOLLOW THIS DIRECTION, A NEW AUDIT 
AcT WILL BE INTRODUCED GIVING THE PROVINCIAL 
AUDITOR EXTENSIVE NEW POWERS IN SERVING THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST THROUGH GREATER SCRUTINY OF GOVERNMENT 
EXPENDITURES AND BY ENSURING INTERNAL EFFICIENCY 
AND ECONOMY, 


THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF A COMMITTEE ON 
CUSTOMER SERVICE, WHICH HAVE ALREADY BEEN MADE 
PUBLIC, WILL BE ACTED ON THROUGH A SPECIAL TASK 
FORCE OF SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND THE 
APPOINTMENT OF A NEW CUSTOMER SERVICE CO-ORDINATOR, 
THE MAJOR OBJECTIVES OF THIS PROGRAM ARE THE 
SIMPLIFICATION OF GOVERNMENT PROCEDURES AND THE 
IMPROVEMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE SENSITIVITY TO THE 
CITIZENS OF ONTARIO, 


As CITIZENS HAVE A RIGHT TO OPEN AND 
RESPONSIVE GOVERNMENT, THEY HAVE ALSO A RIGHT TO DUE 
PROCESS OF LAW AND EFFECTIVE ADMINISTRATION OF 
JUSTICE. THE ATTORNEY GENERAL WILL PRESENT THE 
CourRTS ADMINISTRATION ACT TO INITIATE A NEW APPROACH 
TO JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION. THE ACT WILL GIVE 
APPROPRIATE RECOGNITION TO THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 
OF JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE AND MINISTERIAL ACCOUNTABILITY 
TO THE PUBLIC, FAMILY LAW LEGISLATION BROUGHT FORWARD 
INITIALLY DURING THE LAST SESSION WILL BE REINTRODUCED, 
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YOU WILL BE ASKED TO CONSIDER 
AMENDMENTS TO THE PoLiIce Act. THIS STEP FOLLOWS 
CONSIDERABLE CONSULTATION WITH POLICE COMMISSIONS, 
POLICE FORCES AND REPRESENTATIVES OF VARIOUS 
GROUPS, AND IS INTENDED TO ESTABLISH A CODE OF 
BEHAVIOUR AND COMPLAINT PROCEDURES THAT WILL 
PROTECT BOTH THE GENERAL CITIZENRY AND MEMBERS 
OF OUR POLICE FORCES, 


THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION WILL LAUNCH 
THREE SIGNIFICANT INITIATIVES RELATED TO LANGUAGE 
INSTRUCTION. THE FIRST WILL IMPROVE OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TO LEARN FRENCH AS A SECOND 
LANGUAGE. 10 ACHIEVE THIS, SCHOOL BOARDS WILL BE 
OFFERED INCREASED FINANCIAL INCENTIVES TO 
ENCOURAGE THEM TO IMPROVE AND EXTEND FRENCH- 
LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION PROGRAMS IN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS ACROSS ONTARIO, 


ONTARIO’S FRENCH-LANGUAGE EDUCATION 
SYSTEM NOW SERVES, IN 369 FRENCH-LANGUAGE SCHOOLS, 
106,000 sTUDENTS WHOSE FIRST LANGUAGE IS FRENCH, 
THE GOVERNMENT REAFFIRMS ITS COMMITMENT TO THIS 
SYSTEM, AND WILL INTRODUCE SPECIAL LEGISLATION 
TO GUARANTEE ESTABLISHMENT OF A FRENCH-LANGUAGE 


SECONDARY SCHOOL IN ESSEX COUNTY, 
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INCREASED EMPHASIS ON LANGUAGE 
OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE REFLECTED IN INNOVATIONS 
THAT RECOGNIZE THE MULTICULTURAL NATURE OF OUR 
POPULATION. MORE RESOURCES WILL BE AVAILABLE 
FOR INTENSIVE ENGLISH-LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION FOR 
CHILDREN OF RECENT IMMIGRANTS. 


AT THE SAME TIME, WHILE RECOGNIZING 
THAT FRENCH AND ENGLISH ARE THE LANGUAGES OF 
INSTRUCTION IN ONTARIO’S SCHOOLS, A HERITAGE 
LANGUAGE PROGRAM WILL BE SUPPORTED, AS A 
CONTINUING EDUCATION OFFERING, TO HELP ONTARIO’S 
MANY ETHNIC GROUPS RETAIN A KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR 
MOTHER TONGUES AND CONTINUING APPRECIATION OF 
THEIR CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS. THE GOVERNMENT 
ACCEPTS AND VALUES THE MULTICULTURAL CHARACTER 
OF OUR PROVINCE, AND BELIEVES THAT ENCOURAGING 
CHILDREN TO UNDERSTAND THE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 
OF THEIR PARENTS CONTRIBUTES TO THE QUALITY OF 
BOTH EDUCATION AND FAMILY LIFE. 


IN THE PAST DECADE, ONTARIO HAS SEEN 
A RAPID GROWTH OF SPECIAL SERVICES FOR CHILDREN 
AND YOUTH. IHIS PROVINCE STANDS SECOND TO NONE 
IN THE NUMBER, VARIETY AND QUALITY OF SERVICES 


THAT NOW EXIST, 
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THE GOVERNMENT INTENDS TO UNIFY THESE 
PROGRAMS SO THAT THE NEEDS OF INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN 
WILL BE BETTER SERVED. MoRE EFFECTIVE CO-ORDINATION 
WILL BE ACHIEVED THROUGH LEGISLATION TO CONSOLIDATE 
PROVINCIAL SERVICES FOR CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
WITHIN A SINGLE, INTEGRATED ORGANIZATION IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY AND SocIAL SERVICES. SPECIAL 
EDUCATION SERVICES WILL CONTINUE TO BE PROVIDED BY 
THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SCHOOL BOARDS, 


IN ADDITION, PROVISIONS WILL BE MADE FOR 
COMMON LICENSING REQUIREMENTS, OPERATING STANDARDS, 
AND FUNDING ARRANGEMENTS FOR GROUP HOMES, YOUTH 
RESIDENCES, CHILDREN'S INSTITUTIONS AND RELATED SERVICES, 


My GOVERNMENT REAFFIRMS THAT IT IS A 
PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY OF PARENTS TO CARE FOR THEIR 
CHILDREN, WHO SHOULD REMAIN IN THEIR OWN HOMES 
WHEREVER POSSIBLE, [0 THIS END, THE NEW CHILDREN’S 
DIVISION WILL ENCOURAGE THE DEVELOPMENT OF FAMILY 
SUPPORT SERVICES. IT THUS FOLLOWS THAT THE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR DEVELOPING APPROPRIATE SERVICES 
FOR THE CARE OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS SHOULD 
REST WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES. ACCORDINGLY, 
LEGISLATION WILL BE INTRODUCED TO GIVE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS THE AUTHORITY AND RESOURCES TO ENSURE 
THE PROVISION OF SPECIAL SERVICES FOR THEIR OWN 


CHILDREN. 


ue 


17441 J04M07 OF 


v2 


<a 


- 


WSL ay | 


e) 


WAC” HITAT mia. ao0vaa2 


Rive ATW MBAS aA 


: 1x 


Le oe 


ry 


1/7 T34 385 


aH: TAH 


Wht TAS: 


f Tj 


INT VIN Orsstins vine Pine 


(4G HD IMT VIA Ve 


“V4AbO n i ‘Pa 1 


nice 3h HT. ' 


nim AE) 


~ 


naive jayom 
‘vedelite h ierhal 
ve ee ck 


ayo. man ae i! oy Fae ip Tein 


HV 7ASiRIT FO VaTE ran 347 


Pad oh (nae Md 


pWanae (COS a. DAMES DI) ROS 


1)! EP UFO AR RA Se a 


sar 


wip te 


Vi 


Saye THT et 


feel) Yee Sores 


SAAY | OK 


rhamemeyues) i 


’ 
SPT) Vile Mares sl VERN F 


KEANE BUNCH Oh. Wem IeS 


‘ ad€ taar er © ue 


vio? FOeTUS Jain BOS 


2wGg.189 


swiur Th ° eeaaivasa Taihswe 


DHA. AW] AG TAVST “O71 VLR pot ss 
citeete seas Siglee opti Wea .s 96 Wann IY ApS 
AEA EI eae Muito’ JAD! ATIW TESS 
shsik DUD OF CoabaGh ies eds Mike VONTAINIA 
Aiea iat aviqcdae aaa ey Qetaaet 2 Ran On 


ete ; 


to? A |e (tev 


vi is 


. 


Ontario 


-]/ - 


THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF WORKING MEN 
AND WOMEN IN ONTARIO REMAIN IMPORTANT PRIORITIES 
FOR MY GOVERNMENT. NEW LEGISLATION WILL BE 
INTRODUCED, INCORPORATING ALL OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH 
AND SAFETY MATTERS IN ONE STATUTE. THE MINISTRY 
OF LABOUR WILL HOLD CONSULTATIONS WITH INTERESTED 
PARTIES WITH THE AIM OF ACCOMMODATING IN THE 
LEGISLATION THE NEEDS AND CONCERNS OF THE ENTIRE 
COMMUNITY, 


THE ASPECT OF PREVENTION IN OTHER 
HEALTH AND SAFETY PROGRAMS CANNOT BE OVERSTATED, 
QUR SEATBELT AND SPEED LIMIT REGULATIONS HAVE 
SAVED MANY LIVES, PREVENTED THOUSANDS OF SERIOUS 
INJURIES AND SAVED SOCIETY MUCH GRIEF AND 
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN LOST WORK AND 
HOSPITALIZATION, AVOIDING DEATH AND CARNAGE ON 
THE HIGHWAYS IS A CONTINUING CONCERN OF THE 
GOVERNMENT AND ONE WHICH ALL ONTARIANS SHARE, 
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DURING THE SESSION, LEGISLATION WILL 
BE INTRODUCED TO ESTABLISH A PROBATIONARY PERIOD 
FOR NEW DRIVERS, REGARDLESS OF AGE, FURTHER 
CHANGES WILL AWAIT THE REPORT OF THE SELECT 
COMMITTEE ON HIGHWAY SAFETY, 


BECAUSE THE EVIDENCE IS CLEAR THAT 
THE MOST EFFECTIVE HEALTH PROGRAMS ARE THOSE 
THAT PLACE THEIR EMPHASIS ON PREVENTION, MY 
GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE STEPS, THROUGH THE MINISTRY 
OF CULTURE AND RECREATION, TO INTRODUCE A 
PROVINCE-WIDE PHYSICAL FITNESS PROGRAM DESIGNED 
TO ENCOURAGE ONTARIANS TO CARE ABOUT THEIR 
HEALTH AND WELL-BEING AND TO AVOID, THROUGH 
THAT CARE, UNNECESSARY HOSPITALIZATION, ILLNESS 


AND HARDSHIP, 


My GOVERNMENT'S CONTINUING COMMITMENT 
TO CLEAN AIR AND WATER AND A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT 
WILL BE ADVANCED THROUGH AMENDMENTS TO THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL PRoTECTION AcT, THE ONTARIO WATER 
Resources Act AND THE PESTICIDES ACT. 
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A CENTRAL UNIT WILL BE ESTABLISHED 
FOR MONITORING, RESEARCH AND CONTROL OF HAZARDOUS 
CHEMICALS, SUCH AS PCBS, MERCURY AND LEAD, 


AN INVENTORY OF ALL ABANDONED OR 
INACTIVE MINE OPERATIONS WHICH ARE SOURCES OF 
CONTAMINATION WILL BE COMPILED, AND RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR CLEAN-UP WILL BE DETERMINED AND PURSUED, 
WHERE OWNERSHIP OR RESPONSIBILITY CANNOT BE 
ESTABLISHED, PROVINCIAL FUNDS WILL BE USED FOR 
THE CLEAN-UP, 


THE GOVERNMENT WILL PROVIDE ASSISTANCE 
WITH RESPECT TO THE INCREASING COST OF MUNICIPAL 
SERVICES TO MEET ENVIRONMENTAL NEEDS. A PARTICULAR 
PRIORITY, CONCURRENT WITH MY GOVERNMENT’ S 
COMMITMENT TO THE EAST AND THE NorRTH, WILL BE 
AFFORDED THROUGH SERVICING ASSISTANCE TO THESE 
AREAS, AMENDMENTS TO LEGISLATION WILL PROVIDE 
MUNICIPALITIES WITH PROVINCIAL FINANCING AND 
ASSISTANCE FOR ALTERNATIVES TO TRADITIONAL 
TREATMENT SYSTEMS, PARTICULARLY IN SMALLER 


COMMUNITIES, 
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ONTARIANS CAN TAKE PRIDE AND SATISFACTION 
FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OF NUCLEAR POWER IN OUR PROVINCE, 
A SOURCE ON WHICH WE WILL BE INCREASINGLY DEPENDENT IN 
THE SHORT TERM. THE PICKERING GENERATING STATION IS 
ONE OF THE SAPEST> MOST “EFPIGIENT AND COSTHEFFECTIVE 
ENERGY-PRODUCING FACILITIES IN THE WORLD. JHE BRUCE 
GENERATING PLANT, NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION, IS AMONG 
THE ADDITIONAL NUCLEAR PROJECTS ALREADY CONTRIBUTING 
TO OUR ENERGY SUPPLY. 


HOWEVER, IT IS CLEAR THAT IN THE LONG 
TERM =IT WILE BE [NCREASINGEY DIFRICULR TO RELY 
SOLELY ON NUCLEAR ENERGY OR FOSSIL FUELS FOR OUR 
TOTAL ENERGY REQUIREMENTS. A PLANNING PROCESS IS 
NEEDED NOW FOR THE TRANSITION TO OTHER ENERGY 
SOURCES. A REPORT WILL BE PLACED BEFORE THE 
HOUSE INDICATING THE TYPES OF CHANGES ENVISIONED, 
GREATER EMPHASIS WILL BE PLACED ON RESEARCH, 
DEVELOPMENT AND DEMONSTRATION OF RENEWABLE FORMS 


OF ENERGY, 
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THE GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO A WAR 
ON WASTE AT EVERY LEVEL OF ENERGY UTILIZATION, 
FROM LARGE-SCALE ACTIVITIES SUCH AS THOSE RELATED 
TO TRANSPORTATION, INDUSTRIAL AND COMMUNITY USE, 
TO DAILY USE BY THE INDIVIDUAL HOME OR APARTMENT 
DWELLER. THE ABILITY TO PROVIDE IMPROVED 
STANDARDS OF LIVING FOR AN EXPANDING POPULATION 
WILL DEPEND ON THE DEGREE TO WHICH THE PEOPLE OF 
ONTARIO SHARE IN THIS COMMITMENT. 


WHILE MY GOVERNMENT HAS SHOWN AN 
ONGOING INTEREST IN THE GROWTH AND PROSPERITY 
OF SMALL BUSINESSES, IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT 
FURTHER SPECIAL EFFORTS ARE REQUIRED. FOR THIS 
REASON, AN ONTARIO ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SMALL 
BUSINESS WILL BE ESTABLISHED TO SERVE AS A FORUM 
FOR SMALL BUSINESS INTERESTS AND TO MAKE 
RECOMMENDATIONS ON IMPROVING THEIR MANAGEMENT, 
FINANCIAL AND MARKETING CAPABILITIES. 


IN ADDITION, MY GOVERNMENT WILL LAUNCH 
A SMALL BusINess MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
AND WILL WORK WITH UNIVERSITIES INVOLVED IN THE 
SMALL BUSINESS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM TO OFFER 
CONSULTING HELP ON A YEAR-ROUND BASIS, 
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THE ONTARIO DEVELOPMENT CoRPORATION 
WILL EXPAND ITS ASSISTANCE TO SMALL BUSINESS 
FIRMS BY LOWERING ITS LENDING RATE TO UP TO 24 
BELOW THE BASIC RATE FOR LOANS uP To $200,000, 
AND BY RAISING THE CURRENT LOAN LIMITS, 


PROTECTIONS FOR FRANCHISE HOLDERS, 
WHICH WILL HELP ENCOURAGE INVESTMENT IN SMALL 
BUSINESS, WILL FORM PART OF A NEW FRANCHISES ACT, 


A NEW SECURITIES ACT WILL SIMPLIFY 
SECURITIES REGULATIONS AND PROVIDE BETTER 
INFORMATION AND MORE PROTECTION FOR PUBLIC 
INVESTORS. 


THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AND COMMERCIAL 
RELATIONS WILL UNDERTAKE A MAJOR EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAM, THIS WILL INCLUDE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
A CONSUMER EDUCATION RESOURCE CENTRE, A SERIES OF 
CONSUMER INFORMATION PROGRAMS THROUGH THE 
FACILITIES OF IV ONTARIO, AND INCREASED EMPHASIS 


ON CONSUMER INFORMATION MATERIAL. 
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TOURISM, A MAJOR EARNER OF FOREIGN 
CURRENCY FOR CANADA, EMPLOYS OVER 200,000 PEOPLE 
IN ONTARIO’S HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY. 10 HELP 
REDRESS THE NATIONAL TOURISM BALANCE OF PAYMENTS 
DEFICIT THAT HAS RECENTLY DEVELOPED, GREATER 
EMPHASIS WILL BE PLACED ON PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES 
FOR VACATIONS IN ONTARIO, 


THE GOVERNMENT WILL DETERMINE THE 
FEASIBILITY OF A HOSPITALITY INSTITUTE WHICH 
WOULD SEEK TO IMPROVE STANDARDS, LEVEL OF 
SERVICES AND MANAGEMENT WITHIN THE 15,000 SMALL 
BUSINESSES IN ONTARIO'S TOURISM INDUSTRY. 
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ECONOMIC GROWTH AND INDUSTRIAL 
STABILITY ARE INTERDEPENDENT. THE MINISTRY OF 
LABOUR WILL PROMOTE NEW INITIATIVES IN LABOUR- 
MANAGEMENT CO-OPERATION, INCLUDING IMPROVEMENTS 
IN CONCILIATION AND MEDIATION SERVICES, AND THE 
APPOINTMENT OF A REPRESENTATIVE COMMITTEE TO 
ADVISE ON COLLECTIVE BARGAINING MATTERS AND 
OTHER ISSUES OF COMMON CONCERN. 


THE REAL GUARANTEE OF ECONOMIC 
SECURITY AND ADVANCEMENT FOR THE UNIONIZED AND 
OTHER WORKING MEN AND WOMEN OF ONTARIO REMAINS 
IN THE VITALITY AND DYNAMISM OF A WELL 
FUNCTIONING FREE-ENTERPRISE ECONOMY, STIMULATED 
BY INVESTMENT, CONFIDENCE AND FAITH IN THE 
STABILITY AND FAIRNESS OF ONTARIO’S SOCIETY AND 


INSTITUTIONS, 


LEGISLATION WILL BE REINTRODUCED FOR 
PROVINCE-WIDE, SINGLE-TRADE BARGAINING IN CERTAIN 
SECTORS OF THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY. [HIS REFORM, 
WHICH WILL REDUCE THE NUMBER OF BARGAINING 
SITUATIONS FROM OVER 200 To ABoUT 20, SHOULD DO 
MUCH TO PROMOTE STABILITY IN THIS VITAL SECTOR OF 


THE ECONOMY, 
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A FINANCIAL REVIEW OF THE OPERATIONS 
OF THE WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION BOARD AND AN 
ANALYSIS OF THE BENEFIT LEVELS ARE CURRENTLY IN 
PROGRESS, ONCE THEY ARE COMPLETED, THE 
GOVERNMENT WILL INTRODUCE LEGISLATION TO ADJUST 
BENEFITS TO MEET INFLATIONARY STRESSES AND THE 
LEGITIMATE NEEDS OF DISABLED WORKMEN AND OTHERS, 
WHO BENEFIT NOW FROM ONE OF THE MOST GENEROUS 
AND COMPREHENSIVE COMPENSATION SCHEMES IN THE 
FREE WORLD, 


THE LAND WE LIVE ON IS A FUNDAMENTAL 
AND FINITE RESOURCE, A FACT THAT MAKES THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF GOVERNMENT TO PROTECT AND 
HUSBAND ITS USE A MATTER OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE, 
MEASURES WILL THEREFORE BE TAKEN TO PROVIDE A 
CLEAR FOCUS AND STRONG CO-ORDINATING FUNCTION 
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF LAND USE POLICIES, 
INCLUDING THE PROTECTION OF OUR AGRICULTURAL 
FOODLANDS, 
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THE PROVINCIAL SECRETARY FOR RESOURCES 
DEVELOPMENT WILL BE GIVEN A STRENGTHENED MANDATE 
TO CO-ORDINATE THE LAND USE POLICIES OF MINISTRIES 
AND TO EXPEDITE THE RESOLUTION OF LAND USE ISSUES, 
ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITIES WILL REMAIN WITH 
RESPECTIVE MINISTRIES AND WITH MUNICIPALITIES, BUT 
CENTRAL ASSESSMENT AND CO-ORDINATION AT THE 
PROVINCIAL LEVEL WILL ASSURE THE BEST USES FOR OUR 
LAND THROUGH AN OVERVIEW OF INDIVIDUAL, COMMUNITY 
AND PROVINCIAL INTERESTS, WHICH WILL BE IMPLEMENTED 
THROUGH THE PROCESS OF OFFICIAL PLAN APPROVALS, 


IN PARTICULAR, THE GOVERNMENT WILL 
RESIST PRESSURES TO PREJUDICE THE LAND EQUITY OF 
THE FARMING COMMUNITY. WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE 
FOODLAND GUIDELINES, BROUGHT DOWN BY THE MINISTRY 
OF AGRICULTURE AND FooD, WHICH SERVE TO PROTECT, 
BY DEFINITION, THE FOODLAND NEEDS OF ONTARIO, 
FARMERS CANNOT BE SINGLED OUT AS THE TARGET OF 
ANY UNFAIR LAND FREEZE SCHEMES. My GOVERNMENT 
FIRMLY BELIEVES THAT THE PRESENT AND FUTURE NEEDS 
FOR FOODLANDS CAN BE MET IN ONTARIO WITHOUT 
INEQUITABLY PREJUDICING THE FARMING COMMUNITY, 
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IN THIS SESSION, THE GOVERNMENT WILL 
REINFORCE ITS PROGRAMS TO INCREASE AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTIVITY WITH LEGISLATION TO LIMIT TOPSOIL 
REMOVAL FROM PRIME AGRICULTURAL LANDS, AND WITH PLANS 
TO RETURN SIGNIFICANT ACREAGES TO FULL PRODUCTION, 


THE MAINTENANCE OF VALUABLE FOODLANDS 
IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION MERITS AN ACCOMPANYING 
AND INCREASED CONSUMER LOYALTY TOWARD ONTARIO FOOD 
PRODUCTS. MARKETING STRATEGIES AND A PROMOTIONAL 
CAMPAIGN FOR ONTARIO FOODS WILL BE PURSUED IN BOTH 
DOMESTIC AND EXPORT MARKETS TO STIMULATE PURCHASES 
OF HIGH QUALITY ONTARIO AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE, 


ONTARIO HAS ENJOYED MASSIVE INCREASES 
IN PER ACRE PRODUCTION OVER THE LAST TEN YEARS - 
INCREASES WHICH HAVE PRODUCED A GREATER SECURITY 
OF FOOD SUPPLY THAN HAS EVER BEEN ACHIEVED IN 
SUCH A HIGHLY URBANIZED SOCIETY. INITIATIVES 
UNDER THE YOUNG FARMER PROGRAM, VENTURE CAPITAL 
PROGRAM AND OTHERS WILL ENHANCE THE PROFITABILITY 
OF FARMING IN ONTARIO AND UNDERLINE THE 
GOVERNMENT'S ENDORSEMENT OF THE ROLE OF FREE 
ENTERPRISE, SOUND MANAGEMENT AND PERSONAL 
INITIATIVE IN THE ECONOMIC STRUCTURE OF FAMILY 


FARMING IN ONTARIO, 
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MANY CURRENT CONCERNS ABOUT FUTURE 
ECONOMIC SECURITY CENTRE ON PRIVATE AND PUBLIC 
PENSION PLANS, THEIR ADMINISTRATION AND THE USE 
BEINGSMADE OF \THESE -RESOURCES, 


THE GOVERNMENT WILL APPOINT A ROYAL 
CoMMISSION ON PENSION PLANS TO MAKE AN IN-DEPTH 
REVIEW AND ASSESSMENT OF PENSION PLAN ADMINISTRATION 
THROUGHOUT ONTARIO. THIS STEP WILL BE TAKEN WITH 
A VIEW TO NECESSARY CHANGES OR OTHER APPROACHES TO 
ENSURE THAT CONTRIBUTORS RECEIVE FAIR BENEFIT AND 
PROTECTION, 


THE QUESTION OF PENSIONS IS BUT ONE 
ASPECT OF THE CONCERN OF OUR SOCIETY FOR CITIZENS 
IN THEIR RETIREMENT YEARS. My MINISTRY WILL 
CONTINUE TO GIVE HIGH PRIORITY TO THE NEEDS OF 
THE AGING POPULATION AND WILL INCREASE THE NUMBER 
OF ASSESSMENT AND PLACEMENT SERVICES TO ENSURE 
THAT SENIOR CITIZENS RECEIVE CARE APPROPRIATE TO 


THEIR NEEDS. 
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IN PARTICULAR, MORE FUNDS WILL BE 
DESIGNATED FOR HOME CARE AND HOME SUPPORT 
SERVICES SO THAT MORE OF OUR SENIOR CITIZENS 
MAY REMAIN IN THEIR OWN HOMES AND AVOID 
UNNECESSARY INSTITUTIONALIZATION. EFFORTS 
WILL BE MADE TO LINK THESE FUNDS TO 
INVOLVEMENT BY YOUNG PEOPLE IN SENIOR SERVICE 
PROGRAM INITIATIVES, THUS PROVIDING THEM WITH 
EMPLOYMENT AND SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES WHILE 
ADDING TO THE SECURITY AND WELL-BEING OF OLDER 
MEMBERS OF OUR SOCIETY, 


IN ALL, THE WIDE-RANGING PROGRAM 
PLACED BEFORE THIS ASSEMBLY IS DIRECTED AT 
BUILDING A SENSE OF PROMISE AND OF NATIONAL 
PRIDE IN ONTARIANS STEMMING FROM A FAIR AND 
BALANCED SOCIETY AND FROM THE OPPORTUNITIES WE 
HAVE WITHIN THAT SOCIETY. IT IS A PROGRAM OF 
CONFIDENCE IN THE FUTURE OF OUR PROVINCE AND 
NATION, IT SEEKS ECONOMIC STABILITY AND THE 
PROTECTION OF OUR NATURAL AND HUMAN RESOURCES, 
IT IS GEARED TOWARD ACHIEVING GROWTH AND 
GENERATING EMPLOYMENT. IT IS A PROGRAM AIMED AT 
DISTRIBUTING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY FAIRLY THROUGH- 
OUT ONTARIO, WITH DEPENDABLE LEGISLATIVE 
CO-OPERATION, IT CAN BE ACHIEVED BY THIS ASSEMBLY 


BY THE END OF THE PRESENT YEAR, 
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My GOVERNMENT'S PROGRAM PROVIDES FOR 
EVERY ONTARIAN THE OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE IN FREEDOM, 
WORK IN PEACE AND ATTAIN SELF-FULFILLMENT AND 
SATISFACTION. IT ASSURES OUR PEOPLE THAT THEIR 
ONTARIO, OUR ONTARIO, AFFORDS THEM THE CAPACITY 
TO SHAPE THEIR OWN PARTICULAR AND UNIQUE PART OF 
THE CANADIAN DREAM IN CONFIDENCE, SECURITY AND 
FREEDOM, 


HONOURABLE MemBers, I NOW LEAVE YOU 
TO THE DISCHARGE OF YOUR DUTIES. May DIVINE 
PROVIDENCE GUIDE YOU IN YOUR DELIBERATIONS. 


GoD BLESS THE QUEEN AND CANADA. 


PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, 
QUEEN'S PARK, 
ToRONTO, ONTARIO, 
MarcH 29, 1977, 
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